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Presse Release

The exhibition Licht im Dunkeln [Light in the Darkness] opens on Friday, 3 October 2025 at 6:00 pm, featuring works by Ennio Tamburi, curated by Roberto Lacarbonara, in the ETworks Studio exhibition space, via dei Marsi 41, Rome (San Lorenzo district).

ETworks Studio celebrates its third year of activity and, for the first time since opening to the public in September 2022, presents a solo exhibition by artist Ennio Tamburi dedicated to the series Licht im Dunkeln (Light in Darkness), created in 2014.
The use of black in the work of the Marche-born artist intensified in the last years of his life, not so much due to a melancholic conception of reality, but rather to an extreme need for a synthesis of signs and forms that seems to elude colour to focus on modules, scores, and contrasts within the painting. The complementary relationship between the grids of the geometric composition and the fluidity of the pictorial material and the slender rice paper supports—elements of a constant grammar in the artist's work—fuels a dual, ambiguous tension in the balance between formal rigor and spatial evanescence, as if attempting to erect solid architectures amidst the liquid and uncertain atmospheres all around.


To this inclination, Tamburi adds a rhythmic, binary rhythm, created by alternating solids and voids, positives and negatives, entrusting the sole colour black with both the certainty of geometry and the vaporous essentiality of the background.
A "light in the darkness" emanates from the interstices of vertical towers, like artificial, almost industrial or metropolitan glows —not in a romantic, emotional sense—a glimmer of horizon, a twilight streak—but rather as an organic and structural component of painting. A light consubstantial with the darkness, internal and adherent to it, capable of fueling a certain idea of ​​movement: growing, ascending, expanding, spanning.

All this, however, does not yield to any rationalist celebration, does not reach the intransigence of a cold mathematical regime – as in some optical and kinetic experiences – but is measured against the fragility of indefinite spots, uncertain nuances and a vagueness of the surrounding places, where this dialogue between light and darkness, between a presence and an absence, takes place.

Note biografiche

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Ennio Tamburi (Jesi, 1936 – Rome 2018). 
He began his artistic activity between Rome and Paris in the 1950s, for a long time combining his work as a painter with that of a set designer and designer for cinema and theater (he collaborated, among others, with Luchino Visconti, Roman Polanski, Giorgio Strehler, Luca Ronconi). He exhibited in numerous collective and solo exhibitions, including: Venice Biennale, 1975; La Tartaruga Gallery, Rome 1976; Kunsthalle, Kôln and Düsseldorf 1977; Salomon Gallery, Paris 1980; Temple University, Rome and Philadelphia 1990; The Blaxland Gallery, New South Wales, Sydney 1992; Kunsthaus Richterswil, Zurich 1998; Anton Meier Galleries, Geneva 2003; Casanatense Library, Rome 2006; Lazertis Galerie, Zurich 2007; Museum of the Convent of St. John, Müstair 2009; Fabriano Space, Milan 2008; Non-Catholic Cemetery, Rome 2018. In 2012, the National Gallery of Modern Art in Rome dedicated a major retrospective to him. He passed away in Rome in 2018. In 2022, the ETworks Studio space, home to the Ennio Tamburi Archive, opened in the San Lorenzo district of Rome.
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